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SSCOHXn IKFQBHITIQH 


CENTRAL IHTELUOEMG B A G B K C T 


16 June 1952 


ffc/BJEDTs fOTS QP REPSEENGEs PROBABLE OWErjOmM'b 

i» rnwornm 


THE PROBLEM 

# 

to estimate French and Chinas 0 Cknmranlst capabilities and 
intentions with respect to Iad>ehin& and the internal situation 
throughout Indochina * M0TB«' The estimate on the tactical mill - 
fearer situation will run through nd.drl953e However 9 attention will 
be given on a longer rang© basis to Uletnume&e developments » n d 

a 

French capabilities and intentions. 

questions bearing oh the problem 

Xo THE 0DHR8NT SITUmOH IN INDOCHINA 

■*-- r — lr g~- n i in i ^rtTuri-Hll l M l I iji Lij. n^f Um. ■ ~ " ‘ l ~ l 

the curren t s ituatio n ln^ Xnck>cfci/H\ with r esp ect 
to the followings 

YTlV«L*«fRrt > *i Ocfe (Ml nk UK lalMi m 

lo The statue of combat operations in Vietnam, , Laos* 
and Cambodia? 
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r 4hat trends hav© there been in the past ste 
months in the relative mlitaiy strength* combat 
effectiveness* and tactical disposition of the 
Freneh-Indb chinas © and Viet Mihh forces? 

bo What are the present Fr onch-Indo eb Inca e capa- 
bilities tog 

{1} Expand their area of control and inflict 
h®8vy losses on the Viet Minii* assuming 
the present degree of Chinese Coheir nist 
assistance to the Viet Kinh$ 

(2) Hold presently occupied territory in Indo- 
chi na against the Viet Hissh operating with 
the present degree of (blfl®s© Ctonsflanist 
aseistamj&j 

(3) Resist attacks by th® Viet Hinh operating 
with substantially increased Chines® Commu- 
nist asaiataneoj 

(4) Resist attacks by combined Viet Mnh™Ghinese 
CosffiiBinist oombat forces? 





f 
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2 0 The political situation in Vietnam* Laos* and Cam- 
bodia* particularly thos® developments influencing 
administrative efficiency* mtioimi morale* mobili- 
zatlcm capabilities » and relations with the French? 

3® Tho economic situation in Viet mm $ .uaoo* and Cam- 
bodia as it affects national morale and mobilisation 
capabilities? 

h<'. The situation in VI@fc KJLnh held terzltoxy, including 
morales, food supply » amimsnte production* relations 
with the Chinee© Communists* Kian power resources* and 
©sctent and effectiveness of control®? 

♦ 

Bo What is the current nature and level of Chinese Gomrmmiet 
assiatsmco to the Viet Miah? 


Co VJhat is the current nature and level of French support to 

*W H i«i m iwiiiw — w ■ t ■* »»< * ^ i w<. m***-»n urea rs.M"j cjW'g rega- at acnwnvi a -*&, w mmt-a&na >*r»„ t*r«»ca 

the Associated State© of Indochina? 


lo Military 
2 0 Economic 
3o Political 


i9i J m 
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Do What is the current nature and level of OS support to 
the French and Ind o<falness? 

lo Military 
2* Economic 
3* Political 

j 

! * 

Ho factors JMvmzm} future iiWWjQ ? mms ik imxxmm 

A « Frenoh^Indochineae C apab3J. ities and Intentions 

lo How will French and Indochinese will and intention 

to resist be affected by the followings 

&o Political* economic* and military developments 
in Western Europe, and within metropolitan France 
and the French Union? 

bo Political and economic trends within Vietnam, 
Laos* and Cambodia, including attitudes toward 
French imperial control and toward the Chinese 
Comnwniate? (To what eoctant are the Chinese 
Communists regarded as conquerors and to what 
extant as liberators from white control?) 

Co Possible tripartite warnings to the CC to keep 
their troops out of Indochina? 
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SEORST 

do Changes in the level of US economic and military 
assistance? 

e« An armistice In Korea? 

f» An expansion of the Korean war? 

2 o What trends in French^ Indochinese capabilities to 

resist or reduce Viet Mirth- Chinese Comnamist pressure 
are probable? 

R* In trained mnpower* organized forces * and material 
supply (including US Rid)? 

(1) French forces 

(2) Vietnamese forces 

(3) Laotian and Cambodian forces 

b« In political strength* stability* and national 
morale in the Associated States? 


Bo Viet Minh-Chlnese Coimnist Capabilities and Intentions 

1» What trends in Viet Minh-Chlnese Communist capabilities 
are probable through mld-1953 assuming a continuation 
of the present situation in Korea! 

a « In terms of trained Viet Kinh manpower? 
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be In terras of Viet Mirth Ability to utilise effec- 
tively heavy military ©qaijwient and to coordinate 
in combat all of their organised foroao? 

Co in terras of Chinese Communist abilities to provide 
an increased velum of technical and material 
assistance? 

<1« In terms of Chinese Commist ability to commit 
combat forces in. Xndodiinat 
(X) Ground f orcea 

(2) Air forces 

(3) StoaX forces 

{k) Logistic capabilities and Xteitations 

2o fcJhat effect would an expansion of the war in Karen 
or an armistice have on Comraanist capabilities in 

Indochina? 

How will 7i«t Mirth courses of actions be affected by 
the following* 

a* Failure to receive en increased level of technical 
and material assistance? 

bu The ecoraMic and political situation within their 
area of control? 



smmz 
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i Qo A deterioration in their combat effectiveness? 

i 

do An increase in their combat effectiveness? 

; ijo How will Chinese Gonswunist courses of action in Indo- 

china be influenced. tgr the followings 

& 0 Over-all Chinese Communist interests and policy 
in the Far East? 

bo A gradual increase in French- Indochinese capabilities? 

Co A deterioration in the strength and effectiveness of 
the Viet Minh? 

do A tripartite warning to keep their troops out of 
Indochina? 

e» Changes in the Korean war? 

f* Other contingencies such as the release of Nationalist 
internees in Indochina^ combat operations by Chines® 
Nationalist troops in Southeast Asia* or against the 
China mainland^ etc G ? 

So What trends are likely in Viet Minh-Ghinese Comma 1st 
j relations? 

IIlo PROBABLE FHT0RE DSyEhOPHOTS IN INDOCHINA . 
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